
St. Mary’s Visitation School www.smvschool.org January 13, 2023 

  
S

a
in

ts
’ 
S

e
n

ti
n

e
l 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Dear Parents, 

 

Happy New year! We hope that this letter finds you refreshed and spiritually rejuve-

nated for a strong start to 2023! 

 

Please read through the newsletter carefully this week!  We have lots of exciting 

things taking place over the next few months with Catholic Schools Week and our 

Dinner Auction event.  Please look for a special communication about Catholic 

Schools Week with all the details in a special email next week. 

 

Blessings in the New Year, Shannon Murphy 

Dates of Interest 

Jan. 13—End of 2nd Qtr. 

Jan. 16—Half Day, 11:20 Dismissal 

Jan. 19— 3:30PM H.S.A. meeting 

  —6:00PM LCAB Meeting 

Jan. 29—Catholic Schools Week kick off
      Mass at 9AM 

Jan. 30-Feb 3—Catholic Schools Week 

 

Feb 15-17— Online Auction 

Feb 17—Virtual Day 

Feb 18—School Auction 

Feb 20—No School Midwinter Break 

Feb 22—Ash Wednesday 

Feb 23—Donuts with Dad 

Auction News 

Our virtual online auction will start on Wednesday, February 15, and run until Fri-

day.  The dinner, silent auction, and live auction will be on Saturday, February 18.  

Please read the letter in your family envelope carefully. We are asking for local gift 

cards to put together an all school basket. We are also sending home a donation slip 

for any physical donations. These can be new items, or artisan made pieces.  These 

help make the auction so successful and we couldn’t do it without the support of our 

families and parish. Donations are due January 30.  

Please click on the link for our sign up genius if you can help out in any other position 

or if you have a family member or friend that could help fill all the slots. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D4AAAAD29A3F85-smvdinner1 

See family envelope for more information. 

HSA Meeting 

We welcome all of our parents to the HSA Meeting on January 19th at 3:30. Our 

Home and School Association is our version of a PTA. All parents and staff are auto-

matically part of this group. We are looking for more participation in order to contin-

ue putting on great events for our students and families. Please join us.  
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Mission Statement for St. Mary’s Visitation School 
At St. Mary’s Visitation Catholic School we are disciples, walking in the path of Jesus,  

making Mary our Model, and striving for personal and academic excellence.  

Family Envelopes 

Going home today are: 

  Auction donation form 

 Oktoberfest Letter and Tuition raffle tickets 

 Children’s guide to stewardship 

 Epiphany Chalk 

 5/6/7 Choir invitation to Catholic Schools 

week kick off Mass 

 Flyer for Baton lessons 

Catholic Schools Week 

We invite all of our school families to come to the 

9AM Mass at St. Mary’s Visitation on January 

29th to kick off Catholic Schools week. Our 5-7 

Choir will be singing for the Mass.  

Watch for more details coming soon on special 

spirit days and happenings.  

Epiphany Blessing 

In your family envelopes you will find a small 

piece of chalk and directions for an Epiphany tra-

dition. Each year to celebrate the arrival of the 

three wise men bringing gifts to the baby Jesus, 

we bless the doorways with the year and initials 

of the wise men. Father Derda blessed the door-

ways of the school while the students sang Christ-

mas Carols on Monday the 9th.  

Living the Faith of a Catholic Family 

 

Family Game Night Not everything on this list has an actively Catholic theme to it. Some, such as this 

one, are Catholic in that it is a tool to strengthen relationships within the family. It is important for 

Catholic families to come together just to have fun. Catholic culture is not an always serious, solemn 

kind of mindset. It is fun, festive, and happy. It is in this culture that relationships thrive as happy 

memories are made over a good-natured competitive time.  

 

Kids need to have fun, but their entertainment should not be done in total isolation. Instead, fun should 

happen together. God created us as communal beings, meaning that we are not meant to be alone. Peo-

ple are naturally happy around other people. Therefore, whether it be occasionally, once a week, or eve-

ry night, the family should share in each other’s fun. In the past, this often took place over a deck of 

cards or a board game, and while those are still good choices, there have come about new ways to play 

together in recent years, such as certain multiplayer video games, so long as they are child-friendly. 

Family sports are another good option, especially for parents with very energetic children.  

 

This coming together for fun strengthens the bonds of family because it helps diversify the ways family 

members interact with each other. Sharing laughs and enjoying each other’s company is a practice of 

love. It is good for a healthy soul because a happy family that spends its time together reflects Heaven 

itself, where the family of God is gathered in eternal joy and happiness. Part of our lives as Catholics is 

to live our lives as citizens of heaven. That is how we know that a happy family is a Catholic family. 


